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s R9%Forest Service & Corps of Engineers/Bosemont Mine/Mo EPA action pending

o Backeround: Hudbay Minerals, Inc.. a Canadian mining company, DIODOSES a new
open-pit copper and moelvbdenum mine on 5,000 acres southeast of Tucson, Arizons
nciuding 3.655 acres of National Forest land. The project would permanentlv fi1 18
linear stream mules, adversely affect ~R00 water supply wells, sienificantly degrade
high quality aguatic ecesvstems, politie state-designated “Ouistanding National
Resource Waters”™ with heavy metals, adversely affect 12 federally lisied species
and destroy an area sacred 1o the Tohone O odham Natiopn, In Julv 2016, the US
Army Corps of Engmeers {USACE) Los Angeles District recommiended denal of
Hudbav's application for a Clean Water Act 3404 permit. The District’s
recommendation was elevated to the USACE South Pacific Division, as required by
regulation following then-Governor Brewer's letter in support of the project. On
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6/6/17, the U.8. Forest Service siened #ts Becord of Decision (ROD) to approve the
mine plan of operations and amend the 1986 Forest Plan by creating a new
management area around the nune site.

o EPA Involvement: In 2012 EPA rated the U8 Foresi Service’s (IISFS)
Hovironmental lopact Statement (HIR) “Favironmentally Unsatisfactory -
Inndequare” (E1U-3) and wlentified the $404 permit as a candidate for US. Ammy
Corps of Engineers Headguarters review. In 2013, because USEFR s Final BIS did
ot resolve the B3 issues, EPA informed USES and the Council on Environmental
Cuality ({CEQ) that the proposed aciion was g candidate for referral o CEQ. CEQ
mitiated an interagency process to fry to aveid the need for referral, while also
attempting to align the USFES™ and USACE s decision timelings: EPA participated in
that process until it was suspended in 2016. FEPA has visited the project site and met
with USES. COE. CEO. and Hudbay on munerous oocasions.

o Status: The 404 permut degision by the USACE South Pacific Division is still
pending, USACE is expected to adopt USEFS’ HIS to support its decision. If USACE
dendes the permut, FPA has no wole. ITUSACE issues a draft permit. the RY
Regional Admmistrator (BA) can either elevate USACE’s dralt decision i EPA HO
and request that the OW AA seek review of the draft decision by USACE HO, or
take no action. EPA RS RA will meet with Hudbav, at Hudbay's request. on 8/21/18
m Phoenix. The RA was briefed on 7/12/18 and plans to be in hstenmyg mode 1o the
meeting with Hudbav, as there 1s no EPA decision pending at this Hime.
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